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English Is Global, So Why Learn Arabic?

INTRODUCTION

L ]
David Lienemann for The New York Times

In a recent essay in The Times, Lawrence
Summers, the former president of Harvard
University, wrote about preparing American
students for the future. In the essay, he said that
international experience was essential, arguing

that English’s emergence as the global language
makes the investment in other languages less
essential.

Does he have a point? Even though Americans
aren't as monolingual as you might think, is

learning a language other than English a
worthwhile investment?

DEBATERS

The World Has
Changed

STACIE NEVADOMSKI BERDAN, AUTHOR,
"GO GLOBAL™

Companies want globally competent
employees, including multilanguage
competency.

| Advice for Native
.| English Speakers

WMICHAEL ERARD, AUTHOR, "BABEL NO
MORE

If English is your only language,
accommodating your ear and your speech to
those for whom it's not takes linguistic skill
and practice.
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What Would
Aristotle Think

MARCELO M. SUAREZ-OROZCO, EDITOR,
{ "EDUCATING THE WHOLE CHILD FOR THE
A WHOLE WORLD"™

Get economists like Lawrence Summers out
of the education debate.
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ROOM for DEBATE

Language Is More
Than Speaking

ANTHONY JACKSON, ASL4 SOCETY
L
Learning another language nurtures

cognitive skills that are critical for students’
academic success.

The Rise of the
Polyglots

MELANIE HO, WRITER

Maybe you don't need to be fluent'in
multiple languages, but life might be more
interesting if you were proficient in more
than one.

; ‘Getting By’ Isn’t
* Enough
' CLAYTON LEWIS, WASHINGTON
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Enowing fwo or more languages is an
advantage, not a burden.
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An 'English goddess' for India's down-trodden

By Geeta Pandey
BBC News, Banka village, Uttar Pradesh

A new goddess has recently been
born in India. She's the Dalit
Goddess of English.

| N
The Dalit (formerly untouchable) ,‘ /j / -",t W3 /
community is building a temple in Ban
village in the northern Indian state of U
Pradesh to worship the Goddess of the
English language, which they believe will
help them climb up the social and
economic ladder.

e Goddess of English is a symbol of
ALissance for the Dalits of Banka



The Goddess of English




