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AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF TESOL ASSOCIATIONS




The Australian Council of TESOL Associations (ACTA) is the not-for-profit national education association representing teachers of English to speakers of other languages in all education sectors and contexts. 

ACTA has advocated to the Australian National Curriculum Board (now renamed as the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA)) for recognition of the linguistic and educational needs of students for whom Standard Australian English is an additional language or dialect, in the development of the national curriculum. 
In particular ACTA has advocated that 
1. EAL/D students’ receive explicit attention for their distinctive and diverse educational needs 

2. An explicit focus on English language development, including but not confined to literacy, is essential 

Despite statements such as “Developing a national English curriculum invites us to explore those features of present-day Australia that matter to all Australians, a view of our nation as pluralistic and changing, with a history of accomplishments and struggles, a commitment to democracy, and aspirations to equity and openness.” (English framing paper page 1),  the national curriculum documentation tends to assume that all students begin in an Australian school in the first year of formal schooling and enter school speaking Standard Australian English. This assumption does not apply to many Indigenous and migrant students (of both permanent and temporary residency).  The national curriculum documents do not identify these students, nor who is responsible for these students and there are no explicit statements as to how bridges into the national curriculum will be provided for them. National targets for improvements are set only for Indigenous students and not for other English language learners.  In addition there is no indication of how the rich multilingual/dialectal abilities, resources and backgrounds of students, their families and their communities might be acknowledged and built on.
ACTA has forwarded these views through formal consultations and informal discussions and as per VATME’s submission, the formal documentation of the National Curriculum does not show significant shift in position.    
ACTA strongly urges this Human Rights consultation to  acknowledge the following rights, endorsing VATME’s submission to the consultation: 

Right to a high quality education.

Right to be educated in classrooms free of prejudice in relation to race, language, religion and culture.

Right to speak the language/s of your home.

Right to receive long term support (5+ years) in acquiring the Standard Australian English you need to fully participate in education, the workplace and public life.

Right to receive the expert assistance of English as a second language (ESL) specialist teachers while acquiring Standard Australian English. 

Right to continue developing your first language while acquiring Standard Australian English.

Right to receive the expert assistance of qualified language teachers so that your first language continues to develop while you are acquiring Standard Australian English. 
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