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THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM
ACTA’s Position Statement

Explicit language instruction in all subjects and for all students is essential for achieving and improving educational standards on national and international testing, such as PISA, TIMMS and IEA. This can be achieved through 

· specific provision of Standard Australian English (SAE) language instruction to students who are  first language speakers of SAE;

· specific provision of SAE language instruction, through targeted programs,  for learners of English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D);

· inclusion of explicit statements about English language requirements and anticipated English learning outcomes within the proposed curriculum areas of Maths, Science and History; and

· retention and consolidation of existing state-based English language programs and resources such as those designed for bilingual education, literacy development and English as an Additional Language or Dialect.

To improve social cohesion, community harmony and educational standards within Australian society it is essential that the National Curriculum is both reflective and inclusive of the cultural and linguistic diversity of the Australian student cohort. This can only be achieved through

· identifying the place and role of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples within the history, culture, languages and future of Australia;

· developing syllabus content which is inclusive of all perspectives and fully and explicitly reflects and represents Australia’s cultural diversity and history;

· initiating partnerships with culturally-diverse parents and communities, in the development of syllabuses and support programs; and 

· augmenting existing Values Education and Civics and Citizenship Education programs, and implementing generic and targeted programs which include a focus on human rights and social justice.

A National Curriculum that is inclusive of specific language and culture outcomes will assist all sectors within the Australian education system to provide learning and support programs to enable all learners, and in particular those from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Backgrounds – including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, new arrival migrant and refugee students, and temporary residents including international fee-paying students – to achieve the standards required for successful engagement with Australian society and the Australian workforce. 

Effective and strategic provision of such programs will improve Australia's ranking on national and international testing, such as PISA, TIMMS and IEA, elevate Australia's human rights standing on formal and informal UNHRC indices, and enhance the profile of education within the Australian community.
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